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Austin Nature and Science Center
Program Description:
Frocs have smooth skrn and toads have rough skin. Meet some Lve amphibians and learn olher tnleresllng faits
about their characterrstrcs and lrl-e cy'cles. Discover how amphibians are different from reptiles and use )-our r oiccs
tojorn in an orchestrated frog chonrs

The Frogs and Toads program incorporates both science rnd language erts skills and specificalll'addresres
the following Texas Essential_K-uowlqdee aqd Skillsr

ScientificPrinciplesr 2a(K)-askqursfions
2d(K)-explarations based on information
2e( K)-commumcate findings
3 a( K)-make decrsions using information

Srstemsr 5a{K)-properties of objects and characteristics of organisms
5bi K)-observe and identify patterns
8a(K)-group living organrsms and nonliving objects
9a(K)-rdentify external characteristics ofplants and animals that allow basic needs to bc
met
9c(K)-idennfy ways Earth provides resources for life

Properties, Pattern$, 5a(K)-propernes ofobjects and characteristics oforganisms
and llodels: 8a(K)-group living organrsrns and nonliving objects

9aiK)-idenrify external characteustics of plants and animals that allow basic needs to be
lnet
9b(K)-ccrmpare examples of ways organisms depend orr each other and their
cnvrroruIents

( onstancv and Change, 5a(K)-properties of oblects and characteristrcs of orgarusms
7d(K;-observe and record stages in life cycles

Forur aud Funttion: 9a(K)-rdentifv external charactenstics of plants and animals that allaw basic needs to be

met
9b(K)-compare examples of ways organisms depend on each other and their
enYuoilnents

Teacher Resources:
Frogs And Toads: A Whole Laneuage Resouce Guide for K-,1

bi'Seddon Kelly Beaty and lrene Fountas (Addison-Wesley Publishing Co., 1997)

Lrving Amnhibians of the World
b1'Doris M. Cochran (Doubieday, 1967)

Hou'to K!ou,the Amphibi+ls and Reptiles
b_v Ro;-cc E. Ballinger and John D. Lynch (Brown, 1983)

Children's Books:
lhe Salamander Rqo.m

hl.Anne Mazer {Dragonfl,." Books, 1991)

Ask lr{e If Ilm a Frog
bi'Ann Mrlton, Jill Chambers (Illustrator) (Stemmer House Pub., 1998)

A_f irst t-oot< at f rqgs

b1, Mrilicent E. Selsam and Jo-vce Hunt (Walker, 1976)

Creeoy C rawl.r,' Thin es : Belti I es and Amphibians
(\ational Geographic Society, I 974)

All About Fross
h1' Larry Block, Moill.l{ullet, L. Henderson (lllustrator) (Four Seasons Pub., i998)



AUSTIN NATURE CENTER

TEACHER PRE.PACKET

Program Descriotion:

FROiN TADPCI..E TO FHOG

The Amphibian program at tha Austin Naure c€nt€r san supplement
your science lesson and study of amphibians by ofiering students a
close-up encounter with our resident amphibiars

students will meEt a live amphibian while leamirg about its basic
characteristics and life cycle; and see how amphibians are different from
reptiles. Then students will listen to record€d lrog calls and use their
voices to join in an orchestrated frog chorus

Please have your children wear namelag$.
Suooqsted Nametao Pattem:
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Tadpole
Transforffiation ff
{Art, Scienc*}

$tudents n"ralte a pfipsr taelpcie pilppcr
that turn: rntn n frnE *ncl learn the
meaning *f the terrn $t€lijmnrphcsrs.

f'{a\e a ctp.y af page ?3 lnr eac}r srucleril. Segin
b-y discussing a titg s rnetan:lrrphi:sjs. the
pr{}ce$s cl'changlinp frorn a larva {t*dp*le} intr:
an adult {frng}" "*fef*me*ns "change,' arrt
rr*rp$ In€ans "shape." Sh*w srurlents pirtures
of frog eggs, radprrles ir: r,'ariaus stflges,
fraglets. and lLrli-gr*r*,n fi.*gs.

Hxplain th*t once th* radpcles harch frr:nr
the eggs, the3' hsn* giltrs ta hreathe r"lrith *nd a
iang tail. Evenruall5 tire tadperle transfcrrns
into a froglet, a srnall ;:d*lt fieig wifh four le6s.
na gills. and no tail.

After kids har,e rr:k:red th* frcrg and taclpoh-.
bod-y pa:ts $n page 23, lrelp them fjil jn rhe
b la nks trr spell .rr:eremcrplros js.. Th*n h*i p
tlrem cut nut the pi*c*s along the snliri lines,
(Ta rrake the pie*es sturclier, glue tliein t* thln
cnrdh*ard beibre cutring them our.) Thr spnrs
malked l,r'it} an asterisk sh*r.l.w.her* t* punclr
holes for rire pap*l fastencrs. GuieJe studenrs
thrnugh the stages af nssembling thr. tadS:r:ie
ernd fr*g:
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'f .\,Llcir rlrr raiJ tu the Lrucnv as shilur:t Irl
I n"iakr, 1iit. radpqrll

*,-r- u,.1i.H-t&'tt1i'ili*}' "". tl"i,b;..
:Ib 'Y: "r"t

inl,iie studenls t* ;lriange Fujri.]{rts in
r,ariqlu$ stages *f frr:g devei,rl-,111s1rr anc{ lir.:r.r
th*n: u6r in lhe cerrrecl sequen{i}.
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Fr-*gs ifirsr ilisccverr ljookj i.rr
tr]an j e i 5,,1t;i6nnt. {S,:h*l ;*srir:,
iS$7) wilt *uln* ir': hanqJv u'hprr

'Jiscursing mciarrrorpl:rr:ir. Tlrl see tirrrrupl,
p;rg*s *nd derailetl arr n);llie *w prrrgrsssicn
fran: *gg {i$ led}x)le tri lrng t,;rs1 f or r".hijtJren ln
fbllnlt.

t
{

&ti.acir ti;e r.,rrn hinei iegs in th* s;r*:r*
plor:e iis lhs t:ril,
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'\l:;rci' the :tr rr fx:nt legs.

liemilrr: ihe tail r* nx:ke the fraglet.
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Tad pole Tra n$farmatisn
Cclrr {h* pi*:es er:d c*t [h*n-] cut

\,\il:*n it tnrip*ir.l *hensns into a frog,
lh* r:r*ce:s is c*|l*d


