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This handout contains the four draft chapters presented at the April 26 Central West 
Austin Mid-Process Review: 

·  Transportation 
·  Parks, Open Space, and Environment 
·  Community Life 
·  Neighborhood in Context 

 
Two of these chapters have been previously given out: the full Transportation chapter, 
and the Parks and Open space section of the Parks, Open Space, and Environment 
chapter. In these two chapters, anything that has a single-underline is a change made in 
response to stakeholder comments. Anything that has a double-underline is a change 
made by staff, due to: changing circumstances, further consideration, suggestions from 
other departments, or comments from stakeholders in a different meeting (such as a 
comment from the community life meeting that was added to the Transportation chapter). 
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Feeling overwhelmed? Don’t worry: this isn’t your only chance to make comments. You 
can also email us or call us to give more feedback. Because the core of the planning 
process is land use, we expect the chapters presented at this meeting to be open to further 
refinement as we proceed. Therefore, we’ll keep taking comments for a few more 
months. 
 
Send comments to Greg Claxton at 512-974-7630 or Gregory.Claxton@ci.austin.tx.us .  
Comments may also be submitted in the Central West Austin Planning Binder located at 
The Howson Library Reading Room.  
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The two planning areas have a deep history that is important not only to the 
neighborhood but to the City as well as central Texas.  As this planning area has such an 
extensive amount of history regarding people and places, this chapter focuses on events 
that shaped the development of today’s Central West Austin as well as what could impact 
its future.   
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To most stakeholders, the most significant property within the planning area is the 
Brackenridge Tract.  The Brackenridge Tract has an important history and a future that 
could change the nature of this planning area.  Colonel George Brackenridge, who served 
as a member of the University of Texas, Board of Regents from 1886 to 1911 and from 
1917 to 1919, donated 503 acres to the University in 1910 to be used for educational 
purposes.  The Colonel envisioned that this land would host the main campus of the 
University.  However, as we know, the main campus was not built here.  Rather than 
becoming the main campus, some of the property was sold while the remaining property 
has been developed with married student housing, the Biological Field Laboratory, 
commercial development, the West Austin Youth Association, and the beloved Lions 
Municipal Golf Course (MUNY).   
 
MUNY was built in 1928 by the Lions Club of Austin.  The Golf Course has been a 
public golf course since 1934 when the City assumed the lease maintained by the 
University.    Golfing legends Ben Crenshaw, Byron Nelson and Tom Kite have played at 
MUNY.  The 16th hole is referred to as “Hogan’s Hole” as a homage to legendary golfer 
Ben Hogan’s comment about this par-4 hole.   In 2007, over 60,000 rounds were played 
which is the most played at any public golf course in the City.  In fact, MUNY has been 
the most played course in the City for decades.  It is also the first racially integrated golf 
course in Central Texas.   
 
The University is contemplating developing all of the Tract including MUNY with uses 
that would support its educational mission.  This is not the first time the University has 
expressed an interest in developing the entire tract.  In 1973, the “Save MUNY” 
campaign was formed to prevent the selling of MUNY.  That effort led to the University 
and City signing a lease that allowed the continuation of MUNY.   Again in 1987, efforts 
to develop the tract led to opposition to development and resulted in the current lease for 
MUNY and WAYA as well as the Brackenridge Tract Development Agreement that 
covers all the other tracts.  Both the leases and development agreement expire in 2019.   
In response to the University’s current interest, a new group of activists has formed to 
preserve MUNY.  “Save MUNY” (www.savemuny.com) re-formed in 2007 with the 
purpose of saving MUNY from development.  At this time, the University has hired a 
consultant who will conduct a master planning process to identify “redevelopment plans 
of the tract that would lead to optimal uses for the land and assist the Board in meeting its 
fiduciary and legal obligations in the spirit of Colonel Brackenridge’s wishes for the use 
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of his gift to the university.”  It is the hope of neighborhood stakeholders and the City 
that the University will work as part of this neighborhood planning process to achieve a 
mutual outcome such as preserving MUNY and developing the other properties in a way 
that is beneficial to the neighborhood. 
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In 1915, the Texas legislature passed House Bill 73 to create the Austin State School, the 
first facility specifically for citizens with mental retardation.  Two years later, Texas 
opened the State Colony for the Feebleminded, which was renamed the Austin State 
School in 1925.  The initial capacity of the school was 65 residents, primarily female, but 
over the years it became home to more than 2,000 residents with everything from a 
working dairy to a hospital on 95 acres. 
 
In 1965, passage of the Texas Mental Health and Mental Retardation Act authorized the 
creation of at least one community-based mental retardation center per county.  These 
centers allowed persons with more moderate retardation, especially children, to live with 
their families.  Increasingly, the state schools housed people with severe retardation and 
people with multiple disabilities, most of whom were adults.  The 1970s saw 
improvements in the staff ratios and the development of community living options and 
life skills training. 

By 1974, the Austin State School reduced its population to 1,400 residents.  Today, the 
school serves 436 residents who live on campus.  Staff provides expanded training, 
educational, medical, recreational, psychological, and social services.   
 
Today, there is a concern that the State will sell the land to a private developer.  This 
concern was partially formed due to the recent selling of approximately two acres along 
Exposition Boulevard.  At this time, the State has not made publicly stated the intent of 
selling the remaining land.  Most stakeholders, including the School itself, would like to 
keep the school at its current location.  Should the State decide to sell a portion or all of 
the property, stakeholders and the City hope that the State will work with them to ensure 
consistency with the neighborhood plan. 
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“The Austin Development Company begs to announce that in May, 1927, the first thirty 
acre unit of Austin’s greatest suburban subdivision will be opened to occupancy.”  These 
words are believed to be the first announcement of the development of Pemberton 
Heights.  These thirty acres had over “five miles of paved and shaded streets and 
sidewalks,” over seven acres of private park connecting to Pease and Enfield Parks, and 
all city services were provided.  The subdivision was nine blocks from the University of 
Texas campus located on Guadalupe Street and 24th Street.  The additions were platted in 
the late 1930s through the 1940s and are some of the city’s first traditional suburbs. 
 
The property was acquired in 1858 by Judge John Harris who was the attorney general 
for Governor E.M. Pease and husband of the daughter of Samuel Rhodes Fisher, a signer 
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of the Texas Declaration of Independence.  S.W. Fisher, president of the Austin 
Development Company, also became an owner and ultimately developed the land.  The 
subdivision was named after James Pemberton (1723-1809), an ancestor of the Fischer 
family who received notoriety because of his political views during the days of the 
American colonies.    Some of the first streets were Harris Boulevard, Stark Place, 
Hardouin, Gaston, and Wooldridge Drive.   
 
Approximately eight properties are designated with a Historic Landmark Combining 
District zoning. Structures that have received historic designation include the Pemberton 
Castle (1415 Wooldridge Drive), also known as the Fisher-Gideon House, where Mr. 
Fisher lived and used as a sales office for the subdivision, the Keith House (2400 Harris 
Boulevard), the Catterall Mills House (2524 Harris Boulevard), and the Windsor Road 
Bridge.  The bridge, built in 1928, is important not only because of its architecture but 
prior to its construction, Pemberton Heights and other west Austin areas were cut off 
from the city because of Shoal Creek.  Other historic public facilities include Pease Park, 
acquired by the City from Governor Pease in 1875, and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt, 
extended from Pease Park through Pemberton Heights in 1929.   
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The beginnings of the Bryker Woods neighborhood starts when the William Thiele 
subdivision was platted in 1886.  Thiele consisted of fourteen lots that formed a block 
between 34th and 35th (called Burnett County Road on the plat then later renamed to 
State Street) Streets and Kerbey Lane and Mills Avenue.  In 1913, Camp Mabry Heights 
was platted near todays Loop 1 which was followed by the Ed Seiders Subdivision 
immediately to the west of the Thiele subdivision and proximate to Seiders Springs and 
Shoal Creek.  Some of the first streets were Pershing and Funston named after American 
generals while Jefferson, Harrison, and Madison were named after American presidents. 
 
Re-subdivsion began in 1925 when a Portion of the Ed Seiders subdivision was re-platted 
as the Glenview Addition.  In 1927, the Edgemont subdivision was platted around 
Northwood Road.  In 1935, a portion of Camp Mabry Heights was re-subdivided as 
Happy Hollow, named after its developer Dr. “Hap” Brownlee.  In 1936, the Bryker 
Woods subdivision was platted and developed by J.C Bryant and McFall Kerbey.  It is 
believed that the subdivision name comes from the first three letters of the last names of 
both developers.  The remaining additions to Bryker Woods were platted in the 1930s 
through the early 1950s.  As with the other neighborhoods, Bryker Woods was developed 
as an early American suburb and was one of Austin’s earliest suburbs.   
 
The Pen Park (1890), Glen Ridge Addition (1909),  North End Addition (1909), located 
near what is today 34th Street near Lamar Boulevard are the oldest subdivisions in the 
planning area on record. 
 
Approximately five properties are designated with a Historic Landmark Combining 
District zoning and one structure has a National Landmark including Split Rock House.  
Historic public facilities of interest include Shoal Creek Greenbelt being acquired in 
Bryker Woods in 1929; Bailey Park being acquired in 1935, and Bryker Woods 
Elementary School opening in 1939.  In the 1970s, Seton Hospital moved to its current 
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location along 38th Street from the West Campus area. 
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Tarrytown was named after Tarrytown, New York.  The first subdivision was the Walsh 
Place subdivision near the Walsh Boat Landing in 1915.  After this, other subdivisions 
were platted in the 1920s including Westfield and Monte Vista.  In 1934, the first “Tarry-
Town” subdivision was platted and additions were platted from the late 1930s through 
the 1950s.  An advertisement for Section 2 utilized the tag line of “Where Oak Trees 
Charm the Eye” indicating that trees were an important part of the origins of Tarrytown.  
Tarrytown, like the other neighborhoods, was developed as an early suburb.  Some of the 
first streets were Windsor Road, Bowman Avenue, Townes Lane, Exposition Boulevard, 
and Hillview Road. 
 
Approximately eight properties are designated with a Historic Landmark Combining 
District zoning. Historic Structures include the Granger House and Mayfield House.   
Historic public facilities of interest include Lions Municipal Golf Course being acquired 
in 1934, Cassis Elementary opening in 1951, Reed Park being acquired in 1954, Walsh 
Boat Landing being acquired in 1957, Howson Library opening in 1960, Mayfield 
Preserve being acquired in 1973, and Johnson Creek Greenbelt being acquired in 1977.   
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Much of the land now referred to as Deep Eddy was originally owned by Mr. Charles 
Johnson, a Swedish immigrant.  In 1857, he purchased a 40 acre tract of land that now 
contains Eilers Park/Deep Eddy Pool and the American Legion. The site contained a rock 
quarry, which is now the parking lot for Eilers Park, and a lime kiln.  In 1902, Mr. 
Johnson and his wife Mary opened Deep Eddy as a recreational area with a swimming 
hole. People would swim at the spring-fed eddy that was formed at a larger boulder in the 
river.  The Johnsons sold the land that is now Eilers Park to Mr. A.J. Eilers in 1915.   
 
The first subdivision, called the Charles Johnson Addition, in Deep Eddy was platted in 
1910 and additions were added in 1913 and 1924.  In the 1930s and 1940s, the Marlton 
Place, Royal Oak, and Carlton Johnson Additions were some of subdivisions platted in 
Deep Eddy. 
 
Approximately two properties are designated with a Historic Landmark Combining 
District zoning including Eilers Park/Deep Eddy Pool and the American Legion Travis 
Post 76 building.   Historic public facilities of interest include Eilers Park and Deep Eddy 
Pool being acquired in 1935, O’Henry Middle School opening in 1953 and Johnson 
Creek Greenbelt being acquired in 1977.  
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During the 1860s and 1870s, the City debated over the need to develop a dam on the 
Colorado River.  After many years of debate, the Great Granite Dam located at site of the 
present Tom Miller Dam was operational in 1895 and powered the light towers, streetcars 
including the one on Dam Boulevard (now Lake Austin Boulevard), and water pump 
systems.  The Austin Dam and Suburban Railway, the railway that once carried 
construction materials to the dam, carried transit riders between the dam, Lake McDonald 
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(now Lake Austin) and downtown.     
 
The dam had catastrophic floods including 1900 and 1915.  The floods caused death, 
power outages as well as property damage including Deep Eddy Pool and the streetcar.  
By 1938, the dam had been replaced by a series of seven dams, including the Tom Miller 
Dam, which has far more capacity to address flood events. 
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The origins of MoPac or Missouri-Pacific Railroad essentially begin in 1944 when the 
Austin City Council proposed a road be built along the unused portion of the railroad 
right-of-way owned by Missouri-Pacific Railroad.  By the mid-1960s a portion of the 
highway was built.  By 1967, the Texas Highway Commission provided funding and 
designated the project State Highway Loop No. 1 which ran from F.M. 1325 to U.S. 290 
in South Austin.  By 1982, Loop 1 was constructed between U.S. 183 to Loop 360 
(Capital of Texas Highway), was extended north to FM 1325 in 1989, and further 
extended south from US 290 to SH 45.   
 
Many residents of West Austin protested the original development of this highway as it 
removed many homes and created barriers between neighborhoods.    Concerns were 
raised again in the late 1990s when the state started discussing the need to add capacity to 
the highway.  In addition, discussions have begun in the last few years about adding 
commuter rail along the MoPac Corridor so that people can ride the rail between 
Georgetown and San Antonio.   
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Concerned about the potential expansion of Loop 1, the Bryker Woods, Pemberton 
Heights, Old Enfield, and Old West Austin neighborhoods organized and successfully 
received a National Register of Historic Places called the Old West Austin Historic 
District in 2003.  Beginning in 2000, the neighbors organized based on concerns over the 
potential expansion of Loop 1 which was believed to result in the demolition of up to 80 
houses.  One significant aspect of this historic designation is that federal law requires 
additional studies, review, and approval if using federal dollars on a project that could 
result in the demolition of properties in the district.  The additional requirements add 
significant time and cost to the project.  As federal dollars are needed for the expansion 
of Loop 1, this designation successfully prevented the expansion of Loop 1 beyond its 
current right-of-way within these neighborhoods and resulted in options to add inner 
lanes closer to the rail line.   
 
City policy also requires that any demolition permit for a structure located within such a 
district must be reviewed and approved by the City.   
 
In order to address the concerns about the tear down, expansion, and other redevelopment 
activities in the planning area, stakeholders would like to pursue City of Austin Local 
Historic District which can provide enforceable design standards for new construction 
and help control tear-downs. 
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Since 1990, Central Texas has been one of the fastest growing areas in the country. As in 
most of the country, this growth is dispersed, largely occurring on the edges of urban 
areas. For example, the population of the Austin region (the five-county area that makes 
up the Austin-Round Rock Metropolitan Statistical Area) grew by almost 50%, about 
400,000 people. Austin itself grew nearly as fast—41%, or about 191,000 people. The 
urban core (which includes the more established, in-town neighborhoods) grew 20%. The 
two urban core neighborhoods that make up Central West Austin grew by about 10%. 
Map 1-4 shows the areas that these growth rates correspond to; Figure 1-1 shows the 
population counts for the neighborhood from 1990 to 2000. Since 2000, Austin and its 
region have continued to grow:  the April 2008 population estimates from the Census 
Bureau are 750,525 for Austin and 1,557,829 for the MSA. 
 
Central West Austin’s growth from 1990 to 2000 came largely through the addition of 
about 600 households. During this time, the average size of households remained about 
the same, and possibly dropped slightly. This could reflect the opening of the Gables at 
Town Lake. However, the population of college-aged people, aged 18-24, fell by about a 
third. (Figure 1-2 shows age cohorts in the neighborhood in 1990 and 2000.) The fastest 
growing cohort in the neighborhood was those aged 45 to 54 (with nearly 950 more 
residents), distantly followed by those aged 55 to 64 (slightly more than 300 more 
residents). The largest cohort, younger people aged 25 to 34, increased as well, though in 
smaller numbers (almost 200 more residents). It is still the largest cohort. The substantial 
growth in those aged 45 to 54 suggests that middle-aged residents are staying; the decline 
in those aged 35 to 44 suggests that younger residents, though they live in the 
neighborhood in great numbers, are less prone to stay. Additionally, rising home prices 
could be driving younger residents out. Unfortunately, the decennial Census does not 
provide enough continuity to say for sure how households move into and out of the 
neighborhood. 
 
More children of all ages live in the neighborhood in 2000 than in 1990. 
Central West Austin is less diverse than Austin as a whole (Figure 1-3). Since 2000, 
Austin has become a majority-minority city, where no ethnic group is a majority of the 
city’s population. (This probably occurred sometime in 2005, and thus does not show up 
in the figure.) In the planning area, by contrast, about 4 in 5 residents are white. Black 
and Hispanic residents are represented in far fewer numbers than in Austin as whole, 
while Asian residents are in the neighborhood at about twice the frequency as the city 
overall. These numbers, however, fail to tell the full story, because they mask the 
concentration of ethnic diversity in just a few Census blocks: the Brackenridge tract, the 
Austin State School, and the four tracts that cover the apartments at, and east of, the 
intersection of Exposition Boulevard and Enfield Road. This shows up as West Austin 
Neighborhood Group’s higher levels of ethnic diversity, compared with Windsor Road. 
 
Central West Austin is wealthier (Figure 1-4) and better educated (Figure 1-5) than 
Austin overall. The neighborhood is much more heavily composed of households making 
more than $125,000 per year. Proportionally, twice as many households in the 
neighborhood make between $125,000 and $200,000, and four times as many households 
make more than $200,000, compared with the city as a whole. Similarly, more residents 
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in Central West Austin have bachelor’s degrees (38% compared with 26% for Austin), 
masters degrees (twice as many), and professional or doctoral degrees (more than three 
times as many). The two planning areas are closely matched, particularly in comparison 
with the city overall. 
 
The neighborhood is mostly single family homes (Figure 1-6). While about half of 
Austin’s housing units were in single-family homes in 2000, 59% of homes in the West 
Austin Neighborhood Group 79% of homes in Windsor Road are. Since 2000, 
development and redevelopment have shifted toward multifamily units, with slightly 
more multifamily units (including duplexes and triplexes) being built than single family 
homes. This trend is most dramatic in Windsor Road, where 17 duplex and triplex units 
have been built, resulting in a loss of eight single family houses. In the West Austin 
Neighborhood Group, all types of housing have been added; multifamily units have 
simply been added faster. The overall proportions in both areas have changed only 
slightly.  
 
These numbers do not fully capture the residential character of the neighborhood. Though 
single-family homes represent 63% of the housing units in the combined planning area, 
they take up nearly 90% of the residential land. (See Map 1-5 for single-family and 
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multifamily land uses in 2 006.) 
 
The stability of the neighborhood is also reflected in its tenure rates (Figure 1-8). While 
the neighborhood’s vacancy rate is level with the rest of the city, it’s owner-occupancy 
rate is above that, significantly so for Windsor Road. 
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Central West Austin is primarily urban with most development having occurred before 
environmental regulations were enforced.  As a result, development has occurred close to 
environmental features and, in some cases, within the flood plain.   Single family homes 
make up the majority of the land development.  Non-residential development is mostly 
located along or near the periphery of the planning area. The primary exceptions include 
the Tarrytown Shopping Center and the Casis Shopping Center along Lake Austin 
Boulevard.  Un-developed land consists mostly of city parks, the Brackenridge Tract and 
the Austin State School campus. 
 
Despite large amounts of development, Central West Austin has an extensive and mature 
urban forest.  The neighborhoods trees are crucial to its character and scale.  Its tree 
canopy coverage of 51% is among the highest in the city and consists of mostly Live 
Oaks and Pecans.  The forest is aging and suffers from a lack of diversity.  However, 
young trees are being planted by residents and volunteer groups. 
 
The two most prominent environmental features in Central West Austin are Lake Austin 
and Lady Bird Lake; both are fed by the Colorado River and help define the 
neighborhood planning boundary.  Lake Austin is situated to the west and serves as a 
constant-level reservoir supplying drinking water for the city.  Lady Bird Lake, formerly 
know as Town Lake, is the southern boundary of the West Austin Neighborhood Group 
planning area.  Tom Miller Dam, built in 1939, separates the two lakes.  Both lakes have 
many amenities such as restaurants, a boat landing and kayak docks.  Austin’s most 
active hike and bike trail, along Ladybird Lake, starts in Eilers Park in the south-east 
corner of the West Austin Neighborhood Group planning area.  Oyster Landing, Walsh 
Boat Landing, Eilers Park and the Texas Rowing Center are a few venues from which 
people can enjoy Lake Austin and Lady Bird Lake. 
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Rainfall in Central West Austin runs to Lake Austin and Ladybird Lake through a system 
of watersheds, creeks and tributaries.   Most of the Windsor Road planning area 
contributes to the Shoal Creek Watershed while Johnson Creek Watershed receives water 
from both east and west of MoPac.  Several smaller watersheds west of Johnson Creek 
are part of the suburban water protection zone which limits the development in areas that 
directly contribute to the city’s water supply.  Also, Central West Austin is within the 
Edwards Aquifer recharge zone making this area environmentally sensitive. 
 
Johnson Creek originates at Camp Mabry and flows south along the MoPac access road 
linking the open areas of Camp Mabry and the Austin State School with Tarrytown and 
Westenfield Park, the Johnson Creek Greenbelt and ultimately Lady Bird Lake.  The 
greenbelt is a 1.5 mile hike and bike trail that connects Westenfield Park to the MoPac 
pedestrian bridge, is hidden between MoPac and Winsted Lane and not easily accessible.   
However, the Parks and Recreation Department recently improved connections between 
the trail and Lady Bird Lake. 
 
Shoal Creek originates just north of the MoPac and Hwy 183 exchange and its watershed 
covers a much larger area than Johnson Creek’s watershed.  North of 35th Street, Shoal 
Creek is mostly bordered by residential homes which allows for little or no public access.  
South of 35th Street is highly used by Austin residents because its greenbelt and string of 
parks have many amenities including a disc golf course, playgrounds, picnic tables, and 
no-leash dog areas.  The Shoal Creek hike and bike trail nearly connects these 
neighborhoods to Lady Bird Lake and downtown, though it has some gaps.  Shoal Creek 
is prone to flooding and has seen major drainage and erosion problems.  The Memorial 
Day flood of 1981 caused so much damage that it initiated better flood management 
practices; stabilization of the creek banks has been an ongoing task for the city. 
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When reading, consider the following: 
 
Goal statement 
The following transportation goal statement was established through consensus at the 
December 5th meeting: 
 

Support and not compromise the livability and vitality of Central West 
Austin neighborhood streets by not widening existing streets, enhancing 
safety and convenience for pedestrians, cyclists and transit users (with 
particular attention to routes serving neighborhood schools, parks, and 
libraries), improving access to reliable transportation services, enforcing 
speed limits, controlling on-street parking to protect residents' property 
rights, and maintaining acceptable traffic service levels and traffic safety 
and protecting against cut-thru traffic. 

 
Staff is concerned that this recommendation is too detailed. Instead, we propose the 
following goal statement, which we believe meets your concerns when viewed with the 
specific recommendations (following pages).  
 

Support the livability, vitality, and safety of the Central West Austin 
neighborhood by providing streets that enhance its neighborhood 
character, encourage walking, bicycling, and transit use, and better serve 
its schools, library, parks and other key destinations. 

 
Dillo routes 
CapMetro recently announced that it was eliminating Dillo routes and 
restructuring them to focus more on downtown service. This will have an impact 
on the transit recommendations in this chapter, but we are going to wait until 
those are finalized to make any adjustments. There is a public hearing on the 
proposed changes Monday, April 28, 2008 (Capital Metro Main Administration 
Building - 2910 East 5th St.), 5:00pm. 
 
O. Henry routes to school 
Are there issues other than lack of sidewalks and bikelanes that O. Henry students face 
when trying to get to school?  (See T.2.9 for examples from Casis and Bryker Woods.) 
 
Lake Austin Boulevard 
Staff believes that recommendations T.1.9 (recreate Lake Austin Boulevard as a 
commuter boulevard, but maintain its existing car capacity) and T.1.10 (direct traffic 
from Brackenridge exclusively to Lake Austin Boulevard) contradict each other. Would 
you accept increasing capacity on Lake Austin Blvd in exchange for directing traffic 
from development of the Brackenridge Tract to Lake Austin Boulevard? If not, how can 
these two recommendations be changed to support each other? Could asking for better 
transit to accompany dense Brackenridge development be a solution? 
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Other boulevards 
Are there any other major roads in the planning area that you would like to see 
comprehensively recreated to include street trees, sidewalks, and bike lanes? 
 
Neighborhood action 
Several recommendations are exclusively about direct neighborhood action. Are 
these actions that you and your neighbors would be willing to do? 

T.1.6 Reclaiming the streets by engaging in social interaction on the street 
T.1.8 Organize adopt-a-stop programs to make bus stops inviting  
T.2.15 Neighborhood promotions to increase bus ridership 

 
Speed limit signs 
Any local streets that are missing speed limit signs or that have outdated speed limits? 
 
Loop 360 and other roadway enhancements 
For recommendation T.3.1, another department suggested considering roadway 
expansions outside of the neighborhood, such as Loop 360, that could draw through 
traffic away from Loop 1/MoPac. Is something you would support? 

>�����������

Streets in Central West Austin are more than paths for cars. They are where neighbors 
meet one another, bicyclists ride, and joggers exercise. They also give form to the 
neighborhood by shaping blocks and arranging lots. Their frontages create semi-public 
spaces out of front yards, where children play under their parents’ watchful eyes and 
gardeners exchange tips with passersby.  The character of the neighborhood’s home and 
yards, and the mature tree canopy, encourages walking and cycling.  Transportation in 
Central West Austin is about getting around, but also much more. Maintaining the 
neighborhood’s traditional character, and moving it into a sustainable future, means 
striking the right balance between having streets that are social spaces and having streets 
that accommodate all modes of travel.  
 
Map 5.1 shows the road network in Central West Austin. Loop 1/MoPac and Lamar 
Boulevard are major thoroughfares for all of Austin. Much traffic on the neighborhood’s 
smaller streets results from drivers getting to and from these routes, or using Central 
West Austin’s arterial and collector streets as alternate routes during rush hour. The 
higher speeds of drivers looking for a quicker route to or from work impair the local 
functions of these streets, as well as their potential for bike and pedestrian use and social 
interaction. This is especially acute for those streets without sidewalks or bike lanes. 
Congestion is also a concern. However, stakeholders were adamant that streets in Central 
West Austin not be widened to accommodate more traffic, and viewed higher traffic 
volumes as hurting their quality of life. Heavy traffic volumes and speeding prevent 
parents from feeling comfortable allowing children to play in front yards and can impede 
residents’ access to their driveways. 
 
Central West Austin is served by bus routes that connect it to downtown, the University 
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of Texas, and south and north Austin. Deep Eddy, the southern tip of the neighborhood, 
is also served by the Silver and Red Dillos, circulators that run between Deep Eddy pool 
and downtown (both), East Austin (Silver), and UT (Red).  Over the years, stakeholders 
have consistently sought a way out of the downward spiral of declining transit use 
leading to worse bus service. 
 
Most streets in Central West Austin were built before sidewalks were required in Austin.  
Many streets are narrow and may be rated as low priority for sidewalks, due to low 
vehicle traffic volumes.  Other streets, from overused neighborhood streets to arterials, 
need sidewalks, but their age and width may make adding them difficult or expensive. 
However, the neighborhood is served by two greenbelts, along Shoal and Johnson 
Creeks, which provide north-south routes for bicyclists and pedestrians, and the Lady 
Bird Lake Hike and Bike Trail connects Eilers Park through downtown to the Longhorn 
Dam. Further, while amenities are sparse, the neighborhood does have scattered 
sidewalks and some bike lanes, particularly at major intersections.  The neighborhood’s 
priorities for adding sidewalks and bike lanes were based on destination: schools, parks, 
the library, and retail areas. 
 
On-street parking was contested among stakeholders, with some feeling that it imposed 
on their homes and others finding it an important tool for reducing traffic speeds. 

!�����/������%�����
���
��
����
Streets in Central West Austin are currently primarily oriented toward cars, but should be 
“completed” to accommodate all users: pedestrians, cyclists, transit riders, and motorists. 
The objectives and recommendations in this chapter are organized into two general 
themes: 

Livable streets — streets as places for recreation and socializing. 

Equitable access — streets should accommodate all travel modes and users. 
Complete streets encompasses these two themes. Street design should yield safe and 
attractive spaces and foster a sense of identity for the community. While automobiles 
have an important place in complete streets, it should not dominate them. With all 
necessary components in place, the street will balance desirable space for socials needs 
with transportation needs. 
 
The objectives and recommendations in this chapter address elements that are needed for 
improvements at particular locations. These design principles can be applied to different 
street types. For example, a neighborhood street may only use those components that are 
appropriate considering the traffic and nearby land uses. Through implementation, the 
neighborhood should see a cycle of improvement in which pleasant streetscapes 
encourage pedestrians to use roads which creates greater opportunities for socialization 
and leads to slower vehicular traffic that is sensitive to pedestrian activity. As vehicular 
traffic slows over time, streets become safer and encourage an increase in use by 
everyone. 
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Stakeholders want to make Central West Austin streets more functional, particularly for 
pedestrian and bicyclists. However, expanding the capacity of streets in Central West 
Austin reduces the neighborhood's livability by increasing noise, encouraging unsafe 
speeds, encroaching upon residences, and making important destinations, including 
schools, parks, and shopping centers, less pedestrian friendly.  

��������������
����
����	
	��?

Support and not compromise the livability and vitality of Central West Austin 
neighborhood streets by not widening existing streets, enhancing safety and convenience 
for pedestrians, cyclists and transit users (with particular attention to routes serving 
neighborhood schools, parks, and libraries), improving access to reliable transportation 
services, enforcing speed limits, controlling on-street parking to protect residents' 
property rights, and maintaining acceptable traffic service levels and traffic safety and 
protecting against cut-thru traffic. 

!5(5(�
Maintain neighborhood character and livability by not adding lanes to streets in Central West 

Austin. Doing so may decrease congestion in the short run, but will make neighborhood streets, 

including Exposition Boulevard and Enfield Road, less livable. Stakeholders generally support 

intersection widenings and improvements when they balance reducing congestion and increasing 

safety for motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists against protecting nearby property owners from 

encroachment and not increasing overall traffic volume. 

!5(5��
The volume and speeds on all streets should be compatible with the roadway and adjacent land 

uses. Current neighborhood concerns are the following:   

a. Exposition Blvd — Street and intersections are overburdened during peak hours due 
to overflow from MoPac.  

b. Windsor Rd — Suffers from excessive volume and speeding from MoPac and points 
east to Exposition and Pecos Street. Windsor also gets traffic during pickup and 
dropoff times at the Austin Girls School. 

c. Pecos St — Excessive traffic during rush hour and speed and fast acceleration at all 
times. 

d. Winsted Ln — Burdened when MoPac is congested. 
e. 7th St — Used as a cut-through to Lake Austin Boulevard and Exposition Boulevard 

when eastern Lake Austin Boulevard is congested. 
f. Bridle Path — Used to avoid Enfield, when congested. 
g. McCall Rd — High traffic around the Austin Girls School. 
h. 29th St — Used by drivers connecting between Lamar Boulevard and MoPac. 
i. Northwood Ave — Used by drivers connecting between Lamar Boulevard and 

MoPac. 
j. Jefferson St/Hartford Rd — Used as a cut-through to MoPac. 
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[Please note: Later this spring, NPZD and Public Works staff will drive along these streets and 

split them into two groups: those that can be immediately addressed (operational) and those that 

should go in the plan to direct capital improvements.] Much traffic in Central West Austin is 

caused by drivers seeking routes to or around the neighborhood's major thoroughfares, Loop 

1/MoPac and Lamar Boulevard. This recommendation deals with local improvements, such as 

traffic calming and reconfiguring routes. Such improvements will reduce vehicle accidents and 

restore neighborhood streets to public spaces that promote activities like walking and talking with 

neighbors. See also Map 5.2. 

!5(5+�
Report to 3-1-1 where speed limit signs are missing or do not reflect the newer speed limit of 

25mph.  

!5(5,�
Determine ways to improve vehicular safety at the following intersections, and implement where 

feasible. [Please note: Later this spring, NPZD and Public Works staff will drive through these 

intersections and split them into two groups: those that can be immediately addressed 

(operational) and those that should go in the plan to direct capital improvements.] 

a. Wooldridge & Northwood — Traffic volume and limited sight distance. 
b. 34th & Oakmont — On-street commercial parking blocks the view; angle of the 

intersection makes for poor visibility. 
c. Windsor Rd 

i. & Harris — Volume and limited visibility. 
ii. & Lamar — Speeding on Lamar. 

d. Jefferson St & 35th St — Visibility is compromised by commercial signs. 
e. Exposition Blvd 

i. & Enfield — Cars turning left back up on Exposition. 
ii. & 35th Street — Cars turning left back up the entire lane, including cars turning 

right, who only have a short turn lane. Back up also intrudes into bike lane. 
iii.  & Windsor Rd — High volume of traffic. Right-turning vehicles may be 

clogging southbound Exposition. 
f. Pecos & 35th Street — Limited sight distance combined with speeding along 35th 

makes turning left difficult. This is further exacerbated by cars coming from 
Balcones that are accelerating as they approach Pecos. 

g. 10th St & Wayside — Bus loading for O'Henry impedes traffic. Currently only served 
by Yield sign. 

h. Happy Hollow & 35th Street — Immediately adjacent to the exit ramp from MoPac, 
with limited sight distance. Dangerous both for traffic from MoPac and for traffic 
from Happy Hollow. 

i. MoPac ramps 
i. 35th Street exit lane from southbound — Service road is used as ancillary lane to 

bypass MoPac congestion. 



 19 

ii. Windsor Rd exit from southbound — large number of crashes. 
iii.  Westover/Northwood intersection 

Preventing vehicle accidents not only saves lives and reduces injuries, it also makes 

neighborhoods feel safer. See also Map 5.3. 

!5(5-�
Identify appropriate locations for the Residential Parking Permit Program to resolve issues from 

non-residential parking. Current locations of interest are Wooldridge and Happy Hollow. 

!5(5��
Reclaim neighborhood streets by engaging in social events that slow cut-through traffic and 

encourage residents to use streetside public space. Events could include: 

a. Wave On Wednesdays (WOW): walkers and cyclists smile and wave at passing 
drivers. This socially includes drivers in the neighborhood and encourages them to 
respect it. 

b. Streetside congregating: Residents congregate at intersections. While a single person 
can easily be overlooked, many together become a point of interest, making drivers 
more mindful of their surroundings. 

For more information on street reclaiming, see http://www.lesstraffic.com/Programs/SR/SR.htm 

or read Street Reclaiming, by David Engwicht, available at the Austin Public Library. 

!5(5.�
Add street furniture alongside roads to create places for social interaction. Street furniture 

includes benches, kiosks, and newsstands. Street furniture can be placed along neighborhood 

streets, but should generally be focused on larger streets where more pedestrian traffic is desired. 

!5(5��
Beautify bus stops in Central West Austin through Cap Metro's Adopt-a-Bus-Stop program. This 

will help bus stops perform multiple functions, including enhancing neighborhood character and 

distinctiveness, creating social space, and providing opportunities for public art. Adoptions 

should target stops with long-term investments, such as tree plantings and bus pull-outs. 

!5(5*�
Recreate Lake Austin Boulevard as a gateway to Central West Austin destinations. It should 

become a real boulevard, complete it by adding sidewalks, bike lanes, and street trees in a 

coherent framework, but without expanding capacity.. Figure 5.1 is a sample commuter 

boulevard. 

!5(5(��
Orient vehicular traffic from any redevelopment of the Brackenridge Tract toward Lake Austin 

Boulevard. This supports recommendation 1.9, as well as the neighborhood's interest in 
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maintaining current Central West Austin street widths (recommendation 1.1).  

!5(5((�
Maintain acceptable levels of service at all signalized intersections. 
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Stakeholders support improved pedestrian and bicycle access to the following key 
destinations, in order of priority: 

·  schools, 
·  parks,  
·  Howson Library, 
·  retail centers, and 
·  transit stops. 

Stakeholders are also interested in improved transit service for employment and other 
destinations outside of the neighborhood. 
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!5�5(�
Build the sidewalks identified in Maps 5.4a and 5.4b and Figure 5.3. [Towards the end of the 

process, staff will ask stakeholders to prioritize these sidewalk requests.] 

!5�5��
Determine ways to improve pedestrian access at the following intersections and crossings, and 

implement when feasible. In some cases, crossings cannot be improved until sidewalks have been 

built. 

a. Lake Austin Boulevard near Deep Eddy: pedestrians have troubled crossing Lake 
Austin Boulevard due to traffic volume and speed. Improvements could be combined 
with the overall re-creation of Lake Austin Boulevard in recommendation 1.9. 

b. Northwood and Jefferson: heavy volume and speed makes this intersection dangerous 
to pedestrians and cyclists. 

c. Jefferson and 34th, 33rd, and 32nd Sts — Heavy volume impacts these routes to Bryker 
Woods Elementary, a daycare, and a bus stop. 

d. 35th St between Randall’s and Hilbert’s. 
e. Exposition Boulevard: 

i. At 10th and 12th Streets: Heavy volume and speeds trouble O'Henry Middle 
School, WAYA, and neighborhood joggers and are problematic for the bus stop 
at 10th St. 

ii. At Bowman: Poorly timed signals at this intersection create a constant stream of 
traffic at Howson Library. 

iii.  At Casis Elementary: Bus stop and nearby shopping center are difficult to access 
due to traffic. 

f. Surrounding Tarrytown Park 
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!5�5+�
Add pedestrian bump-outs to intersections, particularly those identified in recommendations 2.1 

and 2.2. (See Figure 5.2.) Bump-outs are sidewalk extensions that safely bring pedestrians into 

on-street parking areas, giving them better views of oncoming traffic and vice versa.  

!5�5,�
Add street trees for pedestrian shade along roads that serve key destinations. 

!5�5-�
Create the bike lanes identified in Maps 5.5a and 5.5b and Figure 5.3. These projects are in 

addition to those identified in the Austin Bicycle Plan (1998) and should be included in the 

update to that plan. [Towards the end of the process, staff will ask stakeholders to prioritize these 

bike lane requests.]  

!5�5��
Make MoPac crossings safer to accommodate pedestrians and cyclists, in particular the 35th St 

crossing and the Westover/Northwood crossing, which is used by children attending Casis 

Elementary. 

!5�5.�
Determine whether and where to allow parking in bike lanes.   

!5�5��
Improve Red Bud Bridge by adding pedestrian access and a separated bike lane. Additional car 

lanes should not be added. 

%���������
����
�����
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!5�5*�
Improve routes by which children travel to nearby schools. (See the sidebar, “Children and large 

roads.”) 

Bryker Woods Elementary 

A. Jefferson at 34th and 32nd Sts — Heavy volume makes this a dangerous crossing for 
elementary students, as well as high school students who use the bus stop at 34th 
Street. 

B. 35th St and Lamar Blvd — The school should work with parents to establish bicycle 
trains once safe bike routes have been established. These roads are inappropriate for 
children to walk across. 

Casis Elementary 

C. Northwood across MoPac — The school should work with parents to establish a 
bicycle train across the MoPac corridor once a bike route is established. This 
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intersection is inappropriate for children to walk through. 

!5�5(��
Conduct Child Safety training courses at the three public schools in the neighborhood.  

!5�5((�
Apply for a Safe Routes to School grant to implement the recommendations in T.2.1, T.2.5, T.2.6, 

and T.2.9. 

!5�5(��
Extend the School Zone along Jefferson to include 32nd Street intersection.  

[Public Works suggested removing this recommendation, in light of the ongoing traffic calming 

project in Bryker Woods. PW also said that they prefer to focus children crossing Jefferson where 

there’s currently a crossing guard.] 

!���

��

!5�5(+�
Increase bus frequencies and hours of operation.  

!5�5(,�
Increase bus service at the following locations, which are considered underserved in this 

neighborhood: 

a. The Gables apartments 
b. The UT student housing at Brackenridge 
c. Oyster Landing — extend the Silver Dillo or another non-UT route 
d. Laguna Gloria and Mayfield Park and Preserve 
e. Large special events in other parts of the city 

!5�5(-�
Increase ridership through social interactions and neighborhood promotions, such as advertising 

in the neighborhood, providing training, or starting a One Day a Week effort. 

!5�5(��
Add a shelter to the bus stop at Jefferson and 34th Street. 

!5�5(.�
Review all proposed transportation improvements to ensure that opportunities for other complete 

streets measures listed in Objectives 1 and 2 are taken advantage of. Streets can best be 

completed by making multiple improvements at once. 
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!5+5(��
Oppose expansions of Loop 1 that adversely impact the neighborhood through noise, light, or cut-

through traffic or that encroach upon existing homes. Increased capacity should be accompanied 

by trees, buffers, and sound barriers and should not be accompanied by elevated lanes. Alternate 

route enhancements, such as Loop 360, that will reduce congestion on Loop 1 should be 

considered. 

!5+5��
Support city-wide mass transit service that will decrease congestion on Loop 1 and Lamar 

Boulevard, thus reducing traffic on Central West Austin's streets and improving the transportation 

system for all of Austin and the region.   

!5+5+�
If a commuter rail station is added along the MoPac corridor, ensure that it provides bicycle, 

pedestrian, and bus access from the surrounding neighborhoods and that it improves connections 

across MoPac. 

!5+5,�
Participate in the Austin-San Antonio Intermunicipal Commuter Rail District's planning process 

to ensure that any rail line, station, or development is consistent with this plan and that the 

neighborhood's concerns and opportunities (see the text box below) are addressed. 
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Preserve, connect and enhance existing parks and recreational areas and facilities in the 
Central West Austin Planning Area, as well as open space on large properties (e.g., 
Austin State School and the Brackenridge Tract). Create opportunities for additional 
public open space such as trails, pocket parks, and landscaped traffic islands, as well as 
parks and recreational areas and facilities on large properties.   
 
 
Parks are crucial to livable cities. They provide for recreation, fresh air, open space, and 
greenery. Parks can serve as refuges from the busyness of contemporary life. At the same 
time, they are important social and civic sites, allowing people of all ages and 
backgrounds the chance to interact. Parks can also provide an important connection to the 
natural environment. At their best, parks are complex, multipurpose land uses that define 
and sustain the neighborhoods around them, as well as the city as a whole.   
 
Central West Austin is well-served by a dozen parks, ranging from major, city-serving 
parks (such as Lions Golf Course and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt) to small, neighborhood 
parks (such as Tarrytown Park), down to even smaller pocket parks that are converted 
from unused spaces.  These parks help define the neighborhood’s character and history 
and serve as important meeting and recreational destinations.   
 
The recommendations that follow strengthen Central West Austin by refining its parks 
and the roles they play in the neighborhood. These recommendations generally focus on 
three areas—improving access to parks, improving the uses and facilities at parks, and 
using parks to improve the environment in Central West Austin. 
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:5(5(�
Create pocket parks that serve their immediate neighbors as opportunities arise. Current 

opportunities include: 

·  Jefferson & 34th Street triangle. 
·  Etheridge & Jefferson Street triangle: potentially add a bus shelter and picnic 

bench under the sycamore tree. 
·  Janice Street triangle: add landscaping. 
·  Staging area southeast of Tarrytown Park along Winsted Lane. 
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:5(5��
Develop a plan for providing water to establish new landscaping in parks, especially in pocket 

parks. This could be by providing a water line (in conjunction with other water features), using 

watering trucks for clusters of parks, or using retained stormwater. 

:5(5+�
Improve parking facilities at the following parks: 

A. Shoal Creek Greenbelt—to reduce parking overflow onto neighboring streets  
B. Westenfield Park—to reduce impacts to neighborhood streets such as Sharon Lane 
C. Eilers Park—to accommodate increased volume 
D. Walsh Boat Landing—resurface to prevent erosion and maintain permeability and 

address boat docking access.  

:5(5,�
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Improve pedestrian and bicycle access to parks from the neighborhood. Access points that need 

improvement include:  

A. Shoal Creek Greenbelt/Seiders Springs/Bailey Park/Pease (see Map 7.2) 
iii.  34th Street to Shoal Creek Park/Seiders Springs 
iv. Windsor Road to Pease Park/Shoal Creek Greenbelt 
v. 29th Street to Shoal Creek Greenbelt 
vi. 32nd Street area and Bryker Woods Elementary into Upper Shoal Creek Greenbelt 

and then to Bailey Park (possibly by negotiating the use of pathways with Bryker 
Woods Elementary and St. Andrews Elementary) 

vii.  Improve signage into park along Shoal Creek Boulevard  
B.  Mayfield Park:  35th Street to Mayfield Park 
C.  Red Bud Park:  Accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists on an improved Red Bud 

Bridge. 
D.  Johnson Creek Greenbelt 

i. Add more access points on the neighborhood side, including below the Atlanta 
Street Bridge. 

ii. Add safety lighting or emergency call boxes along the hike and bike trail. 

:5(5-�
Improve travel within parks 

A. Shoal Creek Greenbelt 
Improve creek crossings where crossings exist  
Extend trails over gabions north of 34th Street 

B. Eiler’s Park:  Add staircase to the pool and volleyball court to allow visitor’s to 
bypass the ramps.  

C. Westenfield:  Connect a sidewalk to the pool 

:5(5��
Provide continuous access through Shoal Creek and Johnson Creek Greenbelts to Lady Bird Lake 

Trail. (In step with recommendation R.3.2, below, permeable pavements are preferred.) 

:5(5.�
Add a perimeter sidewalk around Lions Golf Course and carve out pocket parks for pedestrians 

from the adjacent neighborhoods.  

:5(5��
Add public access and benches to the waterfront at Walsh Boat Landing.  

:5(5*�
Create a walking trail that connects Mayfield Park and Laguna Gloria. 

:5(5(��
Negotiate with landowners for passage through and recreational use of open space such as UT, 

LCRA, Austin Girl’s School, Austin State School, Seton Medical Center, and St. Andrews 
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Episcopal School. Primary passage interests include: 

A. Creating a public trail from 35th Street to the southern boundary of the 
Austin State School 

B. Connecting the Hike and Bike Trail along Lady Bird Lake to Red Bud Trail 

:5(5((�
Create a signature bicycle facility at Eilers Park, in accordance with recommendations the Street 

Smarts Task Force made for other important Austin amenities and areas. 
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:5�5(�
Improve amenities at Bailey Park to make it a more attractive destination for families in the 

nearby neighborhoods. Potential improvements could include revamping the existing stage to 

promote more entertainment, civic space, and community gathering; play areas for young 

children; adding a trail around the park, and refurbishing the wading pool or upgrading it to a full-

sized pool or splash park.  

:5�5��
Restore and beautify Reed Park, its pool, and South Taylor Slough. This should include 

scheduling regular maintenance. 

:5�5+�
Create an adventure park or other facility for teens. One suggested location is at Eilers Park 

between Deep Eddy Pool and the adopted garden along Veterans Drive. 

:5�5,�
Create opportunities for public art display at parks. An example is the planned mosaic at Eilers 

Park.  

:5�5-�
Partner with the Austin State School to create an area for wellness and community events that 

coexists with the Austin State School facilities and residents. 

:5�5��
Playground hardscapes should be replaced with child-safe surfaces. 

:5�5.�
Ensure that some part of all playscapes are shaded. 
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:5�5��
Develop maintenance programs that allow volunteers to help in the upkeep of small parks 

including mowing, removal of invasive plants, and trash removal. 

:5�5*�
Post signage providing contact information for “Friends of Parks” programs at all parks.  

:5�5(��
Add bleachers to the Westenfield ballpark. 

:5�5((�
Restore the Eiler playground by bringing back the slide and turtle. 

:5�5(��
Refurbish the wooden pavilion along Shoal Creek, south of 34th Street. 

:5�5(+�
Plant shade trees and add benches along Shoal Creek Trail and Eilers Park to improve the 

pedestrian environment. (Work within the principles of Objective [#7] to improve stormwater 

quality and fit into the neighborhood tree theme.) The Shoal Creek Hike and Bike Trail just south 

of 29th Street particularly needs benches. 

:5�5(,�
Conduct a study to determine whether there should be improvements to the off leash dog park at 

Shoal Creek Greenbelt to reduce potential conflicts between dogs and vehicles, pedestrians and 

cyclists.  The purpose of the study is to improve the safety to dogs as well as humans 

:5�5(-�
Enforce proper park hours. 

0�1���
&��+2�%�������������� ���
����!�����������
�
�� %�����
%�������������&������3���������&����/����
���������
�� &��
�����
������������&
���/������� ������
&
��
����5��A
 ��
�����
���������������������4�

����)��/
�4���/�
����/�

���/���
�����
�
5�

:5+5(�
Lions Golf Course should remain as a public golf course. 

:5+5��
Extend the Lady Bird Lake Hike and Bike Trail to Red Bud Trail without impacting the 
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environmentally sensitive habitat located within the Biological Field Lab Tract. 

:5+5+�
Encourage the City and University to expand Eilers Park into the Brackenridge Tract. 

:5+5,�
Prioritize park types, such as urban plazas and civic areas, that are currently missing from Central 

West Austin. 

:5+5-�
Preserve open space for use as buffers wherever more intense development of the Brackenridge 

Tract, Austin State School, or Camp Mabry occurs adjacent to existing single-family home 

neighborhoods. 
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Central West Austin will encourage a healthy urban ecosystem that uses trees and 
appropriate vegetation to make the neighborhood pleasant and unique, improve 
environmental conditions, and connect its social and natural heritages. 
 
 
 
Though often considered degraded, good urban environments layer social and natural 
history together, creating complex patterns that sustain residents, lend neighborhoods 
unique character, and provide important services. The primary connection among the 
great variety of uses for the urban environment is the urban forest. 
 
Trees in Central West Austin give the neighborhood its established feel—at 51%, this is 
among the most heavily canopied areas in Austin. Trees make neighborhood streets more 
intimate and bring the distinctive ecology of Central Texas into yards and parking lots. In 
so doing, they shade pedestrian routes and prevent paved surfaces from absorbing heat 
from the sun, which makes hot summer days hotter, for longer. Trees’ deep roots help the 
ground to absorb rainwater, reducing the strain on sewers, contributing to healthy creeks, 
and filtering pollutants before they enter waterways. 
 
Stakeholders want to preserve the trees that they have and take an active role in helping 
their forest become healthy, by planting diverse native species and allowing a mix of ages 
to thrive. The biggest obstacles to keeping their forest healthy and full is age and lack of 
diversity of the forest and the intense pressure to redevelop smaller, older homes into 
larger ones. Trees must be cleared for construction equipment, and larger homes leave 
less room for trees, their roots, and their canopies. 
 
When trees do need to be replaced, or when opportunities arise to fill in bare areas, 
stakeholders support picking “the right tree for the right place,” recognizing that trees are 
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healthiest when they are selected and placed to avoid long-term conflicts with other uses, 
such as power lines and roadways. However, choosing the right tree can take on a 
broader meaning, as well. Native and adapted species require less water (a scarce 
resource in Austin) and fertilizers (which become pollutants when used too heavily), are 
less prone to disease, and crowd other trees around them less than do invasive species. 
Mixing species and ages together prevents sudden occurrences of disease from wiping 
out entire groves and allows a continuous canopy to be maintained, as older trees are 
gradually replaced with younger ones. 
 
Waterways are also important to these neighborhoods. Shoal Creek, Johnson Creek, Lady 
Bird Lake, and Lake Austin are all important borders and parks, and help to define and 
shape the area. And all, unfortunately, are in some kind of trouble, either from erosion, 
poor water quality, or overwhelmed stormwater systems. Stakeholders want to restore the 
health of their waterways, while also protecting their neighborhoods from flooding during 
heavy downpours, and are eager to explore the possibility of introducing Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) that absorb stormwater into the ground. This reduces the 
burden on sewers, removes pollutants, and maintains baseflow in creeks and tributaries. 
When well-designed, BMPs can also enhance neighborhood character and make a 
stronger connection to Central Texas’s ecology. 
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See recommendation T.2.4 in Chapter 5 (Transportation) regarding street trees. 

:5,5(� �
Encourage the City to enforce tree protections equitably between commercial and 
residential properties, strengthening protections to recognize the long-term effects on 
trees and acknowledge that trees mature at different rates and sizes. 

:5,5��
Educate residents in spotting and reporting violations of the tree protection ordinance.   

:5,5+�
Encourage the City to train police officers and 311 in how to handle tree permit violations. 

Unpermitted tree cuttings sometimes occur after business hours; responding officers who are 

familiar with the tree protections may prevent protected trees from being taken down. 

:5,5,��
Create a volunteer registry of protected and near-protected trees to aid the City Arborist in 

identifying protected trees. Residents preparing to sell their homes could add their trees to the 

registry, to protect them after sale. 

�
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:5,5-�
Create a Central West Austin recommended tree list to assist property owners in selecting 

appropriate species. The tree list should draw from the list of Austin-friendly trees (see sidebar), 

incorporate the neighborhood’s preferences for species, and identify the uses different species can 

be put to (wind breaks, shade, stormwater, habitat, and preventing interference with utilities). 

:5,5��
Undertake annual fall tree plantings to ensure an urban forest diverse in ages and species. 
Areas identified in Map 7.3 are priorities. Trees should also be selected from the list in 
recommendation 4.4. 

:5,5.�
Replace less desirable (non-Austin friendly), invasive, diseased, and decrepit trees with Austin-

friendly trees. Invasive trees in public areas are most commonly found along creeks and drainage 

basins, where seeds are washed away and are able to take hold fastest.  

:5,5��
Use trees to reduce heating and cooling costs.  Deciduous trees south of buildings reduce heat 

gain in the summer, but allow it in the winter. Evergreens can serve as winter windbreaks and 

should be planted on the north side of buildings.  

:5,5*�
Educate residents in tree selection, inspection, and maintenance, and encourage them to get 

regular check-ups by a certified arborist. 

:5,5(��
Introduce trees and vegetation into existing paved areas, combining multiple uses (such as 

shading and storm water management) where possible. 

:5,5((�
Should the Brackenridge Tract or Austin State School be redeveloped, trees and open space 

should buffer the neighborhood from any incompatible development on these properties.  
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:5-5(� �
Improve storm water infrastructure to reduce local flooding areas identified in Map 7-X, as 

resources are available.  See also recommendations 6.3, 6.5, and 6.6 in this chapter. Flooding 

hotspots include: 

Possum Trot & Quarry 
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The catchment along Exposition — possible to develop as a pond and water feature? 
Along Windsor — a possible opportunity to infiltrate 
Northwood 
Bowman 
8th & Hearn 

:5-5��
Promote urban best management practices, particularly for new construction and remodels that 

increase impervious surface in local flood-prone areas (identified in map 7-X). See the sidebar for 

more information on best management practices.  Prioritize best management practices that are 

most appropriate for the neighborhoods. 

:5-5+�
Support the development of monetary incentives for best management practices that 
reduce local flooding and improve water quality. For example, the City could include 
rebates for new structural controls or reduce storm water utility rates for sites featuring 
such practices.  [Watershed Protection has concerns regarding providing incentives to 
meet current code and such recommendation may not be financially feasible.] 

:5-5,�
Support revising existing City policy to require the on-site capture of additional storm water for 

residential development that expands the existing building footprint or impervious coverage. 

:5-5-�
Create a rain garden near the intersection of Quarry and Norwalk.  

:5-5� �
Investigate and reduce ponding at the following parks: 

Reed Park 
Tarrytown Park 

If possible, improvements should use BMPs and could become features in the parks. 
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:5�5(�
Educate residents about preventing water pollution at the source through the Austin Water 

Quality Education Program (http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/growgreen/default.htm). 

:5�5��
Encourage residents to work together, block by block, to participate in the Green Neighborhood 

program.  This program provides actions that residents can take to reduce pollution entering into 

Central West Austin waterways, and are most effective when many lots near one another do them 
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together. 

:5�5+�
Correct current areas of erosion in Shoal Creek (identified in Map 7.4) and protect against future 

erosion, including planting trees that will stabilize banks and protect them during floods. 

:5�5,�
Should the Brackenridge Tract or Austin State School redevelop, no additional storm 
water should flow from these properties. Water quality devices should be installed to 
minimize pollution. These two large tracts are located in sensitive areas:  Brackenridge is 
within the suburban water supply zone, and the Austin State School is split between the 
supply zone and high in the headwaters of Johnson Creek. These systems should also 
incorporate recreational opportunities for the public, such as walking trails around 
detention ponds. 

:5�5-�
Adopt un-adopted areas of Shoal Creek, Johnson Creek, and Taylor Slough, through Keep Austin 

Beautiful’s Adopt-a-creek program and the Clean Creek Campus program.  These programs help 

with cleanups and plant trees and vegetation.  

:5�5��
Develop an erosion control plan for: 

Casis Elementary: The campus hillside erodes into its parking lot. 
Bryker Woods Elementary: Storm water flows from much of the Bryker Woods 

neighborhood through the school campus, washing out parts of the playground and 
open field. 

:5�5.�
Establish water quality monitoring stations at points near where Shoal and Johnson Creeks enter 

and exit Central West Austin.  

:5�5��
Improve the creek crossing at the disc golf course to minimize erosion. 
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:5.5(�
Use pocket parks as landmarks within the neighborhood.  

�
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:5.5��
Use pervious materials for any additions to sidewalks and trails to reduce creek erosion. 

:5.5+�
Use native or drought tolerant vegetation and storm water best management practices to improve 

water quality, reduce water use, provide a sense of place, and reduce flooding.  

:5.5, �
Remove invasive species from Taylor Slough in Reed Park and along Johnson Creek and its 

tributaries, and replant with native species that will reduce erosion. 

:5.5-�
Plant additional shade trees and vegetation in parks. Such plantings should continue Austin’s 

natural heritage and support local habitat, such as through bird and butterfly gardens.  The 

neighborhood could adopt species themes that foster diversity to attract a variety of species (for 

example, Purple Martins). 

:5.5��
Improve landscaping at Eilers Park, including shade trees for pedestrians. 

:5.5.�
Partner with City of Austin and Keep Austin Beautiful or Austin Parks Foundation to maintain 

and beautify City-owned property by planting Austin-friendly trees. 

:5.5��
Provide access and improve landscaping around Johnson Creek where it enters Westenfield Park. 

Currently, it is overgrown and inaccessible, but could serve as an additional feature for the park. 

:5.5*�
Preserve "The Forest" located at Casis Elementary School. The Forest is relatively new, and 

should be protected as a long-term gift to future children. Among other concerns, it should be 

protected from erosion dangers by the plan created in recommendation R.6.5. 

 

:5.5(��
Replant sycamore trees in the Jefferson St-34th St triangle, using cuttings from the existing 

sycamore there if possible. The triangle sycamore was planted by Girl Scouts more than forty 

years ago. If possible, the neighborhood should work with current Girl Scouts to do the cuttings, 

replantings, and nuturing of the new trees. 
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:5.5(( �
Dredge the waterway in Mayfield Park and rejuvenate the wildness of the area. 

:5.5(��
Landscape Johnson Creek through Tarrytown Park to improve its appearance and control erosion. 

Plant thick, low-growing hedge around children’s play area and on the playing-field side of the 

suggested footpath. 

:5.5(+�
Encourage the City to acquire scenic easements around top of cliffs adjacent to Red Bud Island—

or extend any easements that may already exist—to prevent houses from being built, ruining 

natural appeal of the park. 

R.7.14 
Ensure that the important trees identified in Map 7.3 remain healthy. 
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Central West Austin has a very active community life.  The proximity of the 
neighborhoods to local businesses, parks, public facilities and intimate street design 
provide stakeholders with multiple opportunities to engage in life outside their homes.  
Community engagement occurs through involvement in a variety of organizations such as 
school programs, homeowner associations, political and church organizations and 
outdoor/sports recreation.  High levels of stakeholder involvement create awareness and 
result in highly organized and influential neighborhoods that are safe for everyone. 
Recommendations from other chapters foster and build on community interaction.  For 
example, participating in local creek clean-ups beautify the neighborhood creeks and 
greenbelts and provide opportunities for neighborhood stakeholders to meet and interact. 
Making streets more livable will bring residents outside into the public life of the 
neighborhood streets.  
 
Schools serve as a primary contributor to community life in Central West Austin because 
there is a high level of parent and community participation in neighborhood school 
organizations.  The schools and the surrounding neighborhoods are engaged in a 
symbiotic relationship in which one benefits from the existence of the other.  The 
presence of local schools dictate the demographics of the area by attracting families.  
Family habitation increases community involvement by anchoring stakeholders to a 
common purpose. Having increased involvement allows schools to offer programs 
beyond the traditional curriculum.  Consequently, the schools and the neighborhoods 
have become highly reputable and desirable places to be. 
 
Residents of Central West Austin would like to see improvements to local schools.  
Placement of schools within neighborhoods was common several decades ago.   
Consequently, the original buildings are still in use and outdated.  Schools have become 
over-crowded as a result of desirability.  Residents would like to reduce overcrowding in 
order to allow the schools to continue providing optimal learning environments.   
 
Active community living has allowed Central West Austin to remain relatively safe.  
Community involvement creates awareness and residents keep a watchful eye.  Even so, 
this area has been experiencing a number of residential break-ins and burglaries during 
the summer months while families are away on vacation.  Residents would like to see 
more communication with the police and are interested in doing more to keep their 
neighborhoods safe.   
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�5(5(�
Organize street side gatherings such as annual or semi-annual block celebrations. This 

recommendation is in line with T.1.6. 

�5(5��
Help to create the Austin State School Life Trail as well as volunteer participation in the Austin 

State School Volunteer Services Council activities. 

�5(5+��
Support the continued existence of the West Austin Youth Association programs and facilities 

through the master planning of the Brackenridge Tract.  

�5(5,�
Create a webpage where by citizens can stay informed of plan implementation status and 

amendments.   
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�5�5(�
Encourage AISD to update school facilities.  The neighborhood can do help accomplish this 

through raising funds and securing grant opportunities. 

�5�5��
Neighborhoods will work with AISD, UT and the State to find solutions for reducing 

overcrowding of local schools especially if the Brackenridge or the Austin State School tracts are 

developed. 

�5�5+��
Increase mentoring opportunities and provide minimal supervision for students at O. Henry 

Middle school who stay on campus after hours.  O. Henry Middle School is attended by many 

students who live beyond the surrounding neighborhoods.  Many teens involved in after school 

programs must wait around for the late bus in order to get home.   

�5�5,�
Increase awareness that school facilities are available for community events and social activities.  
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�5+5(�
Establish neighborhood watch programs to ensure better communication between law 

enforcement and citizens. 

�5+5��
Designate neighborhood block leaders to establish phone lists and coordinate vacation leave 

watches during travel seasons. 

�5+5+�
Create regular opportunities for Austin Police Department’s district representative to speak with 

neighborhoods. 

�5+5,�
Educate local citizens about the police department’s crime mitigation programs and techniques. 

 Examples:  Mouse Trap Program 
   Apartment Residents on Patrol Program 
   Vehicle Identification Number Etching 
   Citizens on Patrol Program 
   Home/Business Security Surveys 

�5+5-��
Create a pamphlet to educate homeowners about Crime Prevention Through Environmental 

Design principles that are most applicable to residential areas of the neighborhood.  

 
 
 

Other Ideas? 
Here is a list of things that could create more opportunities for community involvement: 

·  Establishing local businesses and restaurants that would be community oriented 
and serve as a place for social interaction 

·  Public Safety (police, fire, EMS) 
·  Education (schools and specialized training classes and mentoring) 
·  Public Facilities (libraries, community centers, post office, etc…) 
·  Social issues & programming (activities for youth, families, & elderly; nutrition 

programs, at risk youth rehabilitation and addressing homelessness.) 
 


